
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,          June 28, 2019 

I write this letter when we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, and I can’t help but remember that we seek 

to be immersed in the love of Christ. The world keeps spinning around, but our peace is rooted in Christ and not in this world. Jesus 

says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or 

afraid” (John 14:27).  

There have been rumors sowed prior to the June 27 deanery meeting, Uniting in Heart 2030 Diocesan Pastoral Plan, which is never 

helpful when seeking to work as the people of God. However, now that the June 27 meeting has taken place, the PowerPoint slides 

that were presented are now available on the diocesan website for your review. The proposed Diocesan Pastoral Plan does bring 

up many questions that cannot all be answered now. I can’t give you all the answers nor do I have an insider’s scoop regarding the 

Diocesan Pastoral Plan. Please keep in mind that an obvious concern is the lack of priests available for the parishes of our diocese in 

the future. There are currently 61 parishes and 67 active priests. The presentation mentioned that when only factoring in priest’s 

retirements (not ordinations or illnesses or other factors) in 10 years the number of active priests will decrease to 48 in 2030. That 

is a loss of 28% of the active priests in our diocese due to retirement in 10 years time. 48 active priests is a smaller number than the 

amount of parishes we currently have of 61. Please pray for and support those discerning the call to be priests.  

There was a lot of information shared at the presentation and a lot to digest. I cannot give you all the information in this letter as 

there was a lot of data gathered and analyzed. There is a shared commitment across the diocese to focus on 3 Pillars of Mission, 

Community and Witness. I encourage you to look at this document and to meditate upon those three pillars and how they are 

defined. They are the grounding principle for the Uniting in Heart 2030 Diocesan Pastoral Plan. 

However, allow me to mention a significant change the plan is looking at in regards to the assignment of priests and parishes. The 

diocese is proposing a new deanery layout for the diocese and a new pastorate design based on their accumulated data from 2017. 

A need was seen to organize parish and ministry structures for stability, strength, and growth across the entire diocese. Part of the 

proposal that effects us is to have a “pastorate” between Holy Spirit at Geist, Fishers and St. John Vianney, Fishers. There would be 

three priests within this pastorate. It is easy to want to focus merely on St. John Vianney and Holy Spirit, but be aware that there 

are many other pastorates that have been proposed as well. For instance, in this area Our Lady of Grace, Noblesville and Sacred 

Heart, Cicero have been proposed to be a pastorate. The plan also proposed St. Joseph, Lebanon and St. Alphonsus Liguori, 

Zionsville to be a pastorate. There are many other proposed pastorates, see map on other side, so please keep that in mind while 

you try to understand the reasoning of the diocese.  

You can view the documents that the diocese presented at the deanery meetings on the diocesan website 

at https://dol-in.org/uih-about. 

I encourage you to send feedback to the diocese and your thoughts regarding the Uniting in Heart 2030 Pastoral Plan after 

reviewing the documents. I will be sending them my thoughts and hope you will take the opportunity to do the same. They are 

only accepting feedback until July 19, 2019. Please share your thoughts through one of the following avenues: 

• Email:  unitinginheart@dol-in.org 

• Voicemail:  (765) 269-4669 

• Online Form:  dol-in.org/uih 

Thank you for your faithful witness to Christ which is always needed in the midst of this world, and in the activity of the Church. 

Please be careful to not allow your emotions to overwhelm you. Spreading rumors and gossiping will not help anyone! Rumors 

have already started, so if you have questions about what is being spread, please ask questions and make sure it is true before 

spreading more untruths. The evil one is going to seize upon this opportunity. Please keep watch! Christ is risen, and we are 

journeying with Christ despite the turmoil and uncertainties we face. What Jesus has taught us hasn’t changed, the faith has not 

changed, and God still loves you with a crazy immense love! Praised Be Jesus Christ who shows us His love for us whereby he 

allows His Most Sacred Heart to be pierced, that we may draw life from HIM! 

 

In Christ,  

Fr. Tony Rowland,  

Pastor 
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